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Birthday Cake Candles 

 

Baby Ben is turning one.  His parents are planning to celebrate his first birthday with a special cake which will have 
one candle on it.  When he is two, he will have two candles …   
 

Think about how old you are.  If you buy new candles every year, how many candles have your parents bought for all 
your birthdays?  How do you know? 

 

WANT TO MAKE THE CHALLENGE HARDER?   
What if you re-use the candles?  Imagine each candle can be used three times before it has to be thrown away.  How 
many will you need to buy now?  Can you explain how you worked out your answer? 
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