
HOLES   Knowledge Organiser 

Discussion Points: 

 Would you describe Mr Pendanski as kind? 

 Do you think Stanley was unlucky? 

 How did Zero change throughout the story? 

Key Vocabulary: 

aimlessly without purpose or direction 

auction public sale in which goods/property are sold to the highest 
bidder 

counsellor a person trained to give guidance on personal or psychological 
problems 

descendants a person that is descended from a particular ancestor 

desolate uninhabited and giving an impression of bleak emptiness 

juvenile  for or relating to young people 

miscarriage An unsuccessful outcome of something planned 

shovel a tool resembling a spade with a broad blade and typically 
upturned sides 

shrivelled  wither, as with a loss of moisture 

Key Quotes: 

“It was all because of his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing great-great-
grandfather!” 

“I'm not saying it's going to be easy. Nothing in life is easy. But that's no 
reason to give up. You'll be surprised what you can accomplish if you set your 
mind to it. After all, you only have one life, so you should try to make the 
most of it” 

You make the decision: Whom did God punish?” 

Blurb: 

Stanley Yelnats’ family has a his-
tory of bad luck, so he isn’t too 
surprised when a miscarriage of 
justice sends him to a boys’ juve-
nile detention centre. At Camp 
Green Lake the boys must dig a 
hole a day, five feet deep, five 
feet across, in the dried up lake 
bed. The warden claims the la-
bour is character building, but it 
is a lie. Stanley must dig up the 
truth. 

 

Author Voice: 

While every other story I'd written had begun with the characters, to me this story 
has always been about a place—Camp Green Lake. The story began with the place, and 
the characters and plot grew out of it. The initial inspiration for writing about the 
camp came from the heat of summers in Texas. We had just returned from the rela-
tive coolness of a vacation in Maine to the Texas summer. Anybody who has ever tried 
to do yard work in Texas in July can easily imagine Hell to be a place where you are 
required to dig a hole 5 feet deep and 5 feet across day after day. 

Key Information: 

Plot:  Stanley Yelnats is under a curse.  A curse that began with his no-good-dirty
-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to 
a boys’ detention centre, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by spend-
ing all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. It 
doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than character improvement 
going on at Camp Green Lake.  

Setting: Camp Green Lake detention centre—Texas 

Themes:  Fate and free will,  justice and judgement,  choices,  friendship,  morality 

Key Characters: 

Stanley Yelnats The novel's protagonist 

Zero Zero is another camper at Camp Green Lake who becomes 
friends with Stanley 

Warden the ultimate symbol of cruel authority at Camp Green Lake 

Kate Barlow the schoolteacher-turned-outlaw who robbed Stanley's great
- grandfather 

Sam Sam and Kate were in love one hundred and ten years ago 

Mr Pendanski in charge of tent D, Stanley's tent at Camp Green Lake 


